
A European biotechnology training network 
for the support of chemical manufacturing 

PROJECT DETAILS
Funding Programme:  
7th Framework Programme 
(FP7)
Sub-Programme: 
People
Funding Scheme: 
Networks for Initial Training 
(ITN)
Project Reference:  
238531; 
UE-09-ITN-2008-238531
Project Duration: 
48 Months (from 2009-07-01 
to 2013-06-30
Total Project Value:  
€ 4.369.872
EU Grant-Aid:   
€ 4.369.872
Funding to UniOvi: 
€ 390.134’30

Website: 
http://www.biotrains.eu/

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The objective of BIOTRAINS is to deliver a trans-European network of 
industrially oriented white biotechnologists fully trained in the 
application of biocatalysis to sustainable chemical manufacturing. Their 
skills will be developed through a joint research programme at leading 
national CoE's (Centre of Excellence) with research projects identi�ed 
by internationally leading Principal Investigators in this �eld. 

There is an urgent need for these scientists to support the KBBE 
(Knowledge Based BioEconomy) identi�ed by the SUSCHEM (The 
European Technology Platform for Sustainable Chemistry) technology 
platform and they will provide the key to the European future that has 
de�ned the work programme for FP7 in this �eld. We present a doctoral 
training program where the scienti�c research is integrated with 
industrial training, supervised by key academic and industrial scientists 
from all the disciplines needed to deliver industrial relevant science. 
The UK Centre of Excellence in Biocatalysis (CoEBio3) will manage the 
project to ensure that the collaboration is integrated seamlessly across 
both academic and industrial centres, and across geographical 
boundaries. Most importantly, CoEBio3 will manage ef�cient technology 
transfer between the academic scientists and industry. This will ensure 
a state-of-the-art programme meeting current industry needs in both 
people and technology.
 
A structured exchange programme with both industrial placements and 
CoE exchanges will ensure that national leading-edge skills together 
with specialist equipment training are transferred across Europe, and 
will de�ne best practice for both academia and industry.
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